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vital importance had been attached. Many
Spaniards were so surprised by the change, for
which they had been quite unprepared, that they
thought the end of the world had come. One
school of thought showed their wild joy, another
openly expressed their dismay, but between the
two were the vast majority who did not realise
the full extent of the change that had taken place,
who for the time being were only interested in the
immediate effect it .would have on their own lives,
and who sought to adjust themselves as expediency
dictated.
Franco belonged to none of these groups. Hitherto
he had shown no public interest in home politics,
but he must have realised in which direction the
trend of events was leading. For the suddenness
of the revolution he was certainly not prepared,
On a superficial examination of his outward attitude,
one would say that he maintained a perfect, soldierly
reserve. So indeed he did, but it was not difficult
for anyone who was interested, to see the way in
which his own mind was working, and the effort,
it cost him to maintain his proverbial calm in the
face of adversity.
To the academy he declared: "A Republic
having been proclaimed in Spain, the highest
powers of the State being assumed by the provisional
government, it behoves us all at this moment to
co-operate with discipline and the solid virtues, so